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Nutrient input in coastal waters around Okinawa
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Sediment Impacts on Reef Corals in Maui, Hawaii 
Greg Piniak 2004 USGS News  University of Hawaii

fluorescence yield of the symbiotic zooxanthellae.

Montipora capitata coral 
fragment after 45 hours of 
sediment exposure.
Healthy tissue remains around 
the margins, but the middle of 
the colony is mostly dead.

Porites lobata coral fragment after 45 
hours of sediment exposure. 
The mounding surface shed most of the 
sand; however, some sediment pooled in 
the center of the colony and caused tissue 
damage.  
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